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WHO
WE ARE
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Founded in 1974, the Research Institute for
Languages and Cultures of Asia (RILCA), Mahidol
University, is a leading research institute dedicated
to advancing knowledge in language, culture, and
intercultural communication. It is grounded in strong
expertise in linguistics and cultural studies.

Drawing on strong expertise in linguistics and cultural
studies, RILCA has, for over five decades, served as a
bridge across diverse communities, fostering
understanding, strengthening connections at the
community level, and contributing to social well-being
at both national and global levels.

Building on its roots in linguistics and the study of
ethnic languages and cultures, RILCA has grown into
an interdisciplinary platform for research and
engagement that addresses broader cultural and
social challenges in today’s world.
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At RILCA, our work is
guided by a strong
commitment to the role

of language and culture in
shaping a more inclusive
and sustainable society.
We view language and
culture not only as areas of
study, but as essential forces
that influence how people
understand one another
and live together in diverse
contexts.

This perspective underpins
all areas of our work, from
research and education to
community engagement,
guiding our efforts to
create knowledge that is
both academically rigorous
and socially meaningful.
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are at the heart of in language and culture culture research to
sustainable development.”  research for sustainable develop knowledge and
well-being. innovations that drive the
“UH SR AT R R R T —— advancement of
. ” Jig E 9 X FUIAII I 5 well-being-oriented
: JHLIG, (TR SR e
RIE. 4

BT ANEE 5 5 S U )
KR5S Q05 , B4 IL A B
Ak A 17 R RS

Resedadrch Profile

g

O .

= | ST

14
RILCA conducts interdisciplinary research RILCA JFREEEARIIIL, T RS PS5
that addresses real-world cultural and IS St dbil. KITETES 2. UK
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brings together scholars, practitioners, and
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We emphasize translating research into
practice. Our work informs policy, supports
social development, and contributes to
innovations that enhance well-being across
diverse populations, while fostering
collaboration with academic, institutional,
and international networks.
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These focus areas are supported by a strong foundation

of disciplinary and interdisciplinary expertise,

organized into SiX thematic clusters:

Cultural Diversity and Society, Culture, and : Communication for

Well-being i Heritagein AsiaResearch ! Development
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Chinese-Thai Studies Aesthetics and Ethnicity, Museum, and

HIZRIET i Sociology of Culture i Social Innovation
PRI A ORI WA S AR
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RESEARCH FOCUS HIGHLIGHTS #tit®E Al

Building on this interdisciplinary foundation, RILCA focuses on key emerging themes that reflect

pressing issues in contemporary societies:

Language and Culture of Ethnic Communities - S S 5304k
We work to preserve and revitalize languages and local
knowledge, promoting mother tongue—based multilingual
education for greater equity. A TR SIRM RIEES
ALHRER, MBI EHE AR ZERT, REAFT L
Hxofufgk.

Well-being for an Aging Society - #2481

We enhance older adults’ quality of life—physically, mentally,
and socially—through media literacy, innovation, and
inclusive care. FATEL HAFIRIETF BB SLER 5 RAM
B, TR Z A SO0 5SS R HNAE .

Identity, Diversity, and Inclusivity - 5\ [F. LR SR
We explore how identities—across gender, class, ethnicity, and
digital life—are shaped and expressed, fostering equality and
mutual understanding. A TRGHERN . B2 R R BT AE
S BTG RN SR, Rtk S5 AR,

Migration and Cultural Mobility - A\ [iE# 5 4k 5h

We explore how migration reshapes communities, identities, and
sustainable futures. FA15%IE N LT A0 B A X 4509 . G 1AIR
MOTRESER R AR

Language Innovation and Education - i& S A3 5 # &

We develop digital tools and Al-driven learning to strengthen
communication and educational access for diverse populations.
BAVFRE AL RS N TEGRIREN S I, 1A 2 ok
VIERE 1 5 A W] Rtk

Together, these research clusters and focus areas reflect
RILCA'’s interdisciplinary strength and its commitment to
addressing critical cultural and social challenges in
Thailand, the region, and the global community.
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Key Sources
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Academic Ll
Program

RILCA offers a range of graduate and non-degree programs that integrate
language, culture, and intercultural communication with real-world
application.

In an increasingly digital and interconnected world, including the growing
role of artificial intelligence in communication and knowledge production,
our programs equip learners with the critical, cultural, and communicative
competencies needed to engage effectively across diverse contexts.
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* Linguistics
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* Language and Intercultural
Communication
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* Multicultural Studies
(International Program)
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A leading program in Southeast Asia focusing on phonetics,
sociolinguistics, and discourse studies, with particular strength
in Kra-Dai and minority languages.

VR AR R X BAT SR I 2RI H , REEE Y, HRiEE 2 5E
WEFE, FFAEAR & 15 2 A DR 5 0 705 T I 58t 1 2 AR A 5

Explores language use across cultures, including
translanguaging, language education, and intercultural
adaptation in diverse contexts.
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Examines migration, identity, and social diversity through
interdisciplinary and global perspectives.
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* Linguistics | Provides a strong foundation in ¢ Language and Integrates translation,
ey theoretical and applied Intercultural language teaching, and
linguistics for diverse Communication | intercultural communication
professional and academic 1B = Bis gk 35 | ina globalized world.
pathways.
AR B AFEE R
ISR S N E S SRR, Wh % br, WS TR ESRTRZ 0
TR R R 5 2R B4R TR
* Cultural Focuses on critical analysis of * Museum Prepares students for careers
Studies |de|?t|ty,|rged|a, gnd contemporary Studies in hetrl|tage rganallégenlwent,
. . cultural dynamics. 2 curation, and cultura
S5 aciins interpretation.
REX SO NFE . B LA 5)
MR T - SR SO AR SRS
TR A

FLEXIBLE LEARNING dF#0iiRFe
PATHWAYS

RILCA offers flexible, non-degree learning opportunities that open pathways for diverse learners to
engage in language, culture, and intercultural communication. Designed to support lifelong learning
and professional development, these programs include a range of flexible formats under the Mahidol
Apprenticeship Program (MAP), enabling accessible and adaptable learning experiences for
individuals from various backgrounds, including working professionals and international participants.

Through modular and customizable learning pathways, learners can develop key competencies in areas
such as linguistic skills, cultural understanding, and intercultural communication. Grounded in RILCA’s
academic expertise and research strengths, these programs emphasize practical application and equip
learners with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate complex cultural and social contexts in
today’s globalized world.

RILCA FEGEZ ALK LAV IRFERAE AT H . KRS . S S A SS bR L
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Thai Language

and

Culture Program

(CHINA PARTNERSHIP TRACK)
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RILCA’s Thai Language and Culture Program (China
Partnership Track) is a distinctive academic pathway
developed in collaboration with leading universities in
China. Students complete part of their studies at their
home institutions before continuing with an intensive
period of language and cultural immersion at RILCA,
typically ranging from five to ten months, depending on
the program.

The curriculum integrates Thai language training with
cultural learning and, in some cases, internship
opportunities with leading organizations in Thailand.
This enables students to develop practical experience,
intercultural competence, and readiness for further
study or professional engagement.

Through this program, RILCA strengthens academic
collaboration and fosters meaningful connections
between Thailand and partner universities in China.
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Academic Services

and Cultural Engagement

FARMSS 5 S

RILCA extends its academic expertise into practice through

arange of services and initiatives that support learning,

professional development, and broader societal engagement.
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Learning for Real-World Impact

RILCA Academy serves as the institute’s platform for
professional training and short courses designed for public
learners. It translates research and expertise into

practical learning experiences for educators, professionals,
and communities across Thailand and the region.

The Academy offers a wide range of non-credit programs
delivered through flexible online and onsite formats. These
include language teacher development, research skills,
intercultural communication, and emerging topics such as
Al in language learning, as well as areas related to
well-being, health communication, and the social and
cultural dimensions of quality of life. The programs

focus on practical application and are designed to support
skill development and real-world impact.
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THAI LANGUAGE LEARNING

and Assessment

RILCA’s expertise in Thai |anguage RILCA E?ﬁiﬁ’%ﬁﬁﬁ‘]?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ%fmﬁ:ﬁ%
extends beyond academic programs to WL, WA ) S Tl ke sE
a comprehensive range of learning, ZATIE

assessment, and professional development

initiatives.
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The MU-Thai Test is a standardized Thai language proficiency assessment for non-native
speakers, developed by RILCA and aligned with the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines. It evaluates
listening, reading, writing, and speaking skills, providing a comprehensive measure of Thai
language proficiency for study, work, and everyday communication in Thailand.

Building on this strong foundation in assessment, RILCA also offers a range of learning and
training opportunities:

WA R A RIEEHH I (MU-Thai Test ) &b, H T IHEARRIEHEE N ZRIERT],
B RILCA JF&, JHK#E ACTFL SR IFER . BRI, $i. Bt 5 DY REXHE 5 R80T
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THAITEACHER
TRAINING PROGRAM

(TPQI-CERTIFIED)
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Certified by the Thailand Professional Qualification Institute (TPQI), this
36-hour program equips teachers of Thai as a foreign language with both
theoretical knowledge and practical teaching strategies, ensuring quality
and consistency in Thai language education.

200 H PR B B DAERLR (TPQT) WAIE, PREZI K367
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This immersive short-term program
enables international participants to learn
Thai through lived cultural experiences
beyond the classroom. By engaging with
local communities and exploring diverse
cultural contexts, learners develop
practical language skills through real-world
interaction. The program draws on over

50 years of expertise in teaching Thai to
international learners, offering an authentic
and dynamic learning experience.

K HARFE B 70 N E bRt ) E IR iR A
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Cultural Synergy in Action
RILCA SCALSER - GRS

RILCA Connect reflects the institute’s commitment to linking
research, culture, and community. Through collaboration with
artisans and local communities, it transforms knowledge into
innovative cultural products that showcase the richness of Thai
and ASEAN heritage.

Serving as a platform for cultural exchange, creativity, and
inclusivity, RILCA Connect promotes cultural appreciation while
supporting community development and sustainable
innovation.

RILCA Connect PRBL Y “ERAEMERBTIL . A SALXITH K EZAEH] . Wit
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ACADEMIC

CENTERS

RILCA strengthens its mission through a network of specialized academic centers and cultural resources that
support research, teaching, and community engagement. These units play a vital role in preserving knowledge,
advancing innovation, and creating meaningful connections between academia and society.

RILCA i — REEb A AR O 5 A BRIR, BHEARMBIEHET T, RS 5EUK. XL
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The Center for Documentation and
Revitadlization of Endangered
Langucdcges

BeiEFil Rk 5REX O

A leading center dedicated to the
documentation, preservation, and revitalization
of endangered languages, with long-standing
contributions to research, community
engagement, and international collaboration.
Its work also advances multilingual education
and inclusive language policies, with key
initiatives such as the Language Map of
Thailand supporting the preservation and
accessibility of linguistic knowledge

YENTEBGIE Sl BRI SR04 T
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Centre for Bharat Studies
E R A0

Promoting interdisciplinary understanding
of Indian languages, cultures, and societies,
while fostering academic exchange and
knowledge dissemination through
publications, academic activities, and
collaborative networks.

AT BN BN A2 5 A K R AR, TR
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® Intelligence Center for Elderly Media

literacy (ICEM)

R >l

Advancing media literacy for older adults
through research-based initiatives that
support well-being and participation in

a digital society, alongside the development
of knowledge resources and public
engagement activities.

ST FURA, TR A2 N FEAR R IR RIR
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Musical Culture Information Center
(Prasit Thaworn)

TR PURF « 855 ARSI BB L

Preserving Thai musical heritage through digital
archives and cultural documentation, with
a focus on the legacy of traditional Thai music
and its transmission to future generations.

S H TR SRR R F AR, HES)
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Center for Translation and
Langucge Services

5 8 25

Providing high-quality translation, editing,
and proofreading across multiple languages,
along with language consultancy for
academic, governmental, and professional
contexts.

SR ER IR, SR SRR, JFNE
AR BURF R AT S 1 5 5 SR



CULTURAL PLATFORMS
AND LEARNING RESOURCES

7 R
2 J'%{" RILCA offers a range of cultural

platforms and learning resources

—’?j4/t);__—|?: I‘Eﬂ that support public engagement,

cultural preservation, and
access to knowledge.
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Thai House

A B AL g i 3

A distinctive traditional Thai architectural
complex that serves as a cultural
learning space for exhibitions, activities,
and community engagement in a serene
natural setting.
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Language and
Culture Archive

RILCAE 018 5 7K Fd 15
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Providing access to specialized
collections and unigque resources
on Southeast Asian languages
and cultures, supporting research,
learning, and the preservation of
linguistic and cultural knowledge.

FEAE A W X T 5 5 S AU
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Museum

cand Vivid Ethnicity (iCulture)
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Exploring cultural diversity through
anthropological collections,
exhibitions, and digital platforms.
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“True success
is not in the learning,

but in its application
to the benefit of mankind.”

— H.R.H. Prince Mahidol of Songkla
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A leading institute
in language and culture
reseadrch
for sustainable
well-being
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RILCA 360 ° 2026

999 Budhamonthon Sai 4, Salaya, Budhamonthon, Nakhon Pathom 73170, Thailand.
Tel: +66 28002308-14 Emuail: rilca_pr@mahidol.ac.th

Website: https:/Ilc.mahidol.ac.th



